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was taken on Thur sday,
begi nning at 2:45 p. m,

Mar ge Raeder Court Reporter, Inc.

Doug

Springs, Florida, before Margaret

The deposition of DAVID W

as Avenue, Suite 3307, Alta

ROBERTS

at the office of

, 999

nmont e

Sept enber 22, 2005,

L. Raeder,

Certified Electronic Reporter and Transcri ber

Not ary Publi c,

Wher eupon,

DAVI D W ROBERTS,

State of Florida at Large.

havi ng been first duly sworn by the reporter

as follows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

Fl ori da.

pl ease?

testified

BY MS. RCSS:
Q Coul d you state your full nane, please?
A David W Roberts.
Q And your address?
A 559 Tabat ha Drive, Osteen,
Q And your tel ephone nunber,
A 407/ 467- 2583.
Q Are you currently enpl oyed?
A Yes.
Q By whont
A Sel f.
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Q Are what is it that you do?

A I"'ma State Certified Building Contractor.

Q VWere are you based?

A Al'l over Central Florida.

Q Ckay. | have here your traffic ticket dated

10/01/04. Do you want to see?
MR, HANKS: Do you want it to be marked?
M5. ROSS:  Yes.
THE REPORTER: A, as well?
M5. ROSS:  Yes.
MR. HANKS: She'll give it back to us.
[ Wher eupon, the docunent referred to was
marked for identification as Exhibit A]
BY MS. ROCSS:

Q And could you tell us how that ticket cane
about ?

A I live on the St. John's River and | have an
airboat. And I think that day we went for a ride on
the airboat. W had three people in the boat and
only had two |ife jackets. | was one |ife jacket
short. Because actually we have a waverunner, too, and
| had took one out and put it in the waverunner. And
that's how | got the ticket.

Q kay. And who was it issued by?

A It was a Seninole County Water -- | think it
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was -- it wasn't the Ganme -- | think it was the
Sem nol e County -- it was the sheriff's departnent,
Semi nol e County Sheriff's Department who gave ne this.
I think was on the river that day.
Q Ckay. Where is it that the ticket indicated
you were supposed to go to report to court?
MR, HANKS: Look at your ticket.
THE WTNESS: Yeah. It says it on here. On
this ticket?
M5. RCSS:  Yeah.
THE WTNESS: It doesn't say it on here
don't think. They sent me a thing in the mail
BY M5. ROSS:

Q Okay. Does the ticket indicate to you a

| ocation --
A No.
Q -- to return to court?
MR, HANKS: You want to | ook closely.
THE W TNESS: Does it?
MR, HANKS: Yeah. |'mgoing to give you
m ne.
BY MS. RCSS:
Q You got sone gl asses you need?

A Ch, oh. Are you saying where | don't have to

go to court?
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6
Q No. The address where you were told to show
up.
Oh. 301 Park Avenue, Sanford, Florida.
Yes.
Ckay.
kay. Didit indicate a courtroonf?
No.

VWhat was it you got in the mail?

> O » O » O >

VWhat it is they sent ne in the mail, it's a

-- it was a pink card like an index card, you know, a

four -- say, four inches by six inches. It was a pink
or an orange card. GCkay. It says on there it says if
I don't call the Senminole County Courthouse, | would

lose ny driver's license. That's exactly what it said.
It said to call them Well, | called themand that's
-- they told me to go there to that courtroom

Q Okay. Just so we're clear. You got a notice
in the mail of some type of pink or orange card?

A It's a card; yeah. It was a card.

Q And did it tell you that you had to show up
at court?

A Yes.

Q Did it tell you where to go?
A No.
Q

Did it just indicate a courthouse?
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> O » O >

Yes. |t sai
And did you

Yes.

d call.

make t he phone call?

VWhat were you told to do?

They told nme -- | called and said: | got

this in the mail.

They told nme: Ckay. Well, go to the

courtroomon -- you know, | think it had a date on it -

- | think

-- yeah. It

had a date on it.

| don't think it had a date on it or nothing.

They told me the date and the courtroomto go to and

that's when we went to the Sem nole County -- the new

cour t house.

Q

Now, the new courthouse is the sane as the

one on that ticket or

A
Q Yeah.

A

Q

No. This --

not ?

this is a different one here.

This is down here in Sanford.

Now, the courthouse that you ended up going

to was different fromthe one that you were ticketed

for?

A

Q
after your

to go to?

Ri ght. Exactly.

Now, when you went down to the courthouse

phone cal |,

how di d you know whi ch courtroom
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A

VWen | made the phone call, they told ne.

Now, when | went to the, you know, the place that they

-- when you wal k in the door, you know, and you tel

themyou're here for this and this and this is the

courtroomthey told ne to go to and the guys at the

front door told nme where to go.

Q And did you follow the directions --
Yes.
MR. HANKS: Let her finish her question
BY MS. RCSS:
Q You have to wait for me finish; okay?
A Ckay.
Q Nunber one. The person you spoke to at the

door or the courthouse was that a person a unifornmed --

A
Q
A

Q

Yes.
-- deputy?
Cop or whatever they are there.

kay. And did you follow the uniformed

deputy's instructions as to where to go?

A

Q

Yes.

VWhat did you -- where -- what did you do

after he gave you the instructions?

A
to go to.

Q

| went directly to the courtroomhe told ne

VWhat tinme did you get there?
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A | was there probably -- | was waiting there

15 to 20 m nutes because we had to be there at nine

o' clock, I think. | was there at, like eight --
ei ght --
Q So you were there early?
A 20 minutes early at |east.
Q Wiy were you there early?
A Vll, I'"'mnot going to be late. It said

was going to lose ny driver's |license, you know.
That's enough for nme. |'ve never lost nmy driver's

l[icense inmy life

Q Have you ever been arrested before in your
life?

A Yes. | have.

Q Ckay. Prior to that day?

A Yes.

Q How many tines?

A VWen | was younger. Maybe once or twice --

couple tinmes for foolish things.

Q When you say foolish things --

A Kid stuff.

Q Ckay. When you got there -- well, let's put
it this way. None of the foolish things you did in
your youth kept you fromgetting a license as a

contractor?
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A No.

Q Ckay.

A I have no felony charges.

Q Ch.

A Ckay.

Q So when you went to the courthouse -- when

you went to the courthouse, how long did you sit in the
courthouse -- in the courtroomyou were directed to by
t he deputy before you realized there was a probl en?

A W were at least in there until -- it was,
like, twelve o' clock or sonething. |'mpretty sure of
it. He was about done --

Q VWen you say --

A -- with his docket.

Q -- he was about done --

A The Judge.

Q -- you tal ki ng about Judge Eri ksson?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Different judge.

A Yes.

Q And what was it that came to your attention

that made you realize you were in the wong place?
A He said he had too many people. There was a
bunch of us left.

Q And you weren't |isted on his docket?
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A No. Then he started calling our names out
and we wasn't on his docket.

kay. \What happened next?

A | believe then he sent one of the deputies
that work in there to the courtroom next door and then
| -- then he come back and then they told us to go to
that courtroom

Q kay. Before the deputy went next door and
cane back, were you aware that there were two
courtroons goi ng on sinultaneously?

A Huh-uh. No. | went straight to the
courtroom! was told to go to.

Q And when the judge realized there were too
many people in his courtroom did he ask to exani ne
your tickets?

A No.

Q Did any deputy conme down and | ook at your
tickets or paperwork?

A No.

Q Did anybody call out or ask you what was on
your tickets?

A No.

Q So as far as you renmenber, the only thing
t hat happened is that the judge realized you were not

on his docket, sent sonebody next door to find out what
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was goi ng

A

all | eave
A
about the

Q
A

12
on --
Um hum
-- and that person canme back?
Um hum  Yes.

kay. Did you leave single-file or did you

t oget her ?

Pretty nuch we left all about -- wal ked out
same time.

Ckay.

You know, we was all in -- you know, we just

went fromthere next door

Q

Did you stop or did you go imediately to the

next courtroonf?

A | mredi ately.

Q Ckay. Do not pass Go; right?

A Exactly.

Q Ckay.

A | was still worried about losing nmy license.

Q Ckay. When you got to the next courtroom was
it |ocked?

A Yes. It was. | think the door was -- yes.
Yes. It was.

Q kay. And what happened?

A One of the deputies frominside opened it up

Q kay. And then what happened?
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A We went in and then we all went up there and
they told us to sit in the front of the room all of us
to the left there. They sat us all together in two
rows, up front to the -- like, the left-hand side. And
we were just sitting there for alittle bit.

Q First, we've got to go slow, a little bit by
little bit. Wen you got there and it was | ocked and
somebody opened it for you --

A Um hum

Q -- did the person who opened it for you say
anyt hi ng?

A No. Go to the front and take a seat.

Q kay. Didn't say anything about you're |late,

too bad, go away --

A No.

Q -- nothing like that?
A Not hi ng.

Q Court's over?

A No.

Q Ckay. So they unlock the door, you go in and

that person tells you to take a seat in the front?

A Yes.

Q Do you renmenber whether it was a man or a
woman?

A It was a man
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Q Okay. And when you got in and took a seat,
how many people were there in the courtroomthat were
court personnel as opposed to the people that you cane
in wth?

A There was a bunch of them when we went in.
Vell, at first when we went in at that time, was there
-- let nme think for one second. Wen we walked in --
yeah. There was nmore than two when we first wal ked in

and then they started filtering in as we were sitting

there.
Q kay. Was there nore than one deputy?
A Yes.
Q kay. Describe themfor ne. Mle, fenale?
A Mal e. He was an ol der gentleman. | think he

had gray hair and he was wearing gl asses.

Q kay.
A And the other one that did -- | kind of knew
him He went -- he was a shorter guy, kind of chunky

and kind of bald in the front. He works w th Judge

Sl oop, you know, because | went to school with him

Q Do you know what his nane was?

A | cannot renenber it.

Q Was it M ke Kennedy?

A | think that's it right there.

Q Ckay. Was there an Asian wonan or an
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Oiental woman?

A Yes. There was.

Q Was she the person who opened the door or was
-- did sonebody el se?

A For me it was a guy.

Q kay. And did the -- the woman make any
comments to you, like: 1It's too late?

A No. They let us in.
Okay. Who directed you to sit at the front?
The nman did.
The ol der man?
Yes.

Then what happened?

> O » O >» O

We all sat to the front. W sat there for a
little bit and then, you know, to the right of the
chanmbers there. Then the cops started filtering in,
probably -- | don't know how many then, ten or --

Q Were there any people sitting behind the
comput er ?

A | can't renenber that. |Is that upfront where
the judge is?

Q Um hum

A No. There was nobody there.

Q O off to the side?

A

Yes. | think there was a woman
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Q Okay. Sonebody who | ooked like they m ght be

a court clerk --

A Yes.

Q or sonebody |ike a court reporter --
A Ri ght. Exactly.

Q -- taking things down?

A Ri ght. Exactly.

Q Sonebody |ike that?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Was anybody tal king to the group of
peopl e you cane in wth?

A No. They just told us to sit.

Q Okay. Did anybody explain to you what was
goi ng on?

A No.

Q VWhen was the first tine that you | earned that
there was a probl en?

A Vel |, when they started shackling ne up. |
t hought, sonething's wong here.

Q Wl l, you were with a whole group of people.
Did people start conplaining or protesting or asking
what was goi ng on?

A Yeah. Basically the wonmen, too, because they
had kids they had to pick up. That was a big ordeal |

could have seen. Because they -- they chained their
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legs and their wists together. And that was it. You
know, | mean, there was not hing we could do then.
knew we were going to jail

Q Did anybody ask to see the Judge?
Yes.
Okay. And what happened?
He woul dn't come out.
How did you know he woul dn't cone out?
The guy's -- the guy's name --

M ke Kennedy.

> O » O » O >

Yes. He said he wouldn't.

Q Ckay. So M ke Kennedy, did he go back in the

back - -
A Uh- huh.
MR, HANKS: Yes.
THE WTNESS: Yes. He did
BY MS. RCSS:
Q He went back in the back and then he cane

back out. Wat was it to the best of your nenory he
told you?

A VWhen he come back out, he said it was Judge's
orders and that's what they had to do.

Q kay. And the Judge wasn't com ng in?

A No.

Q Ckay. At that point did a whole bunch of
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deputi es descend on you?

A

> O » O

was crazy

Q
A

Q

m nor ?

> O r» O >

Q

t hat cane

A

Q

Yes.
kay. Approxi mately how nany?
At |east 15.

VWhat was the atnmosphere in the courtroonf

Not hi ng but chains and crying and it -- it
kay.
-- you know.

Do you rermenber sonething happening with a

No. | do not.

That's --

Ch, the girl?

Yeah. It was a girl there.

Yeah.

And the girl was let go. Do you know how
about ?

No. | don't.

Do you renmenber anybody sayi ng anythi ng about

the fact that there was a mnor present?

A

Q

No.

Okay. Once you were chai ned, okay, what

happened next?

A

They took us out of the judge's down the
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hal | way out there and then they started taking all of
our, you know, whatever we had on us, our wallets, our
wat ches and so on. Then took us to the back and took
us to the van and transported us fromthe van to the
jail.

Q How |l ong a period of tine did you spend at
t he courthouse before you were transported?

A Probably an hour maybe.

Q Ckay. Could it have been shorter, |onger?

A Yeah. It was -- it mght have even been 30
mnutes. It wasn't too |ong, you know what | nean? |
nean, they went back there and took our stuff and just
as quick as they could take our stuff and get us in the
van, you know.

Q And the van that you were in, were you kept -
-were there people in addition to the people who were
in the courtroomat Judge Sl oop's?

A Yes. There were sone other people in there.
| have no clue who it was.

Q Was the van all nmmale?

Yes.
And where were you taken on the van?

To jail.

o r» O >»

How |l ong a period of tine did you spend --

wel | --
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took us in through the jail.

A In the van?

Q -- let ne back up a second.
How | ong did you spend on the van?

A About five mnutes.

Then what happened?

20

Then they took us to the jail and then they

Then they took us right

in and put us in the holding room in a holding cel

al

about twelve --

of us together in the first holding cell

Q And then what happened?

Not hi ng. We sat there.

A
Q Ckay. At what point did you get searched?
A

Wl |, about -- probably around, you know,

I'd say about four or five o'clock that

-- maybe about 3:00, 4:00, 5:00 in there sonewhere.

Then they started taking us out and searching us and

putting us in a single cell, like, one or two per

Q So that happened 3:00, 4:00, 5:00 in the

af t er noon?

cel |

cel |

A Yeah. Sonmewhere around there, | think.

Q | understand you were strip-searched?

A Yes.

Q VWen did that happen?

A When they took us out of the first hol ding

to take us to the second hol ding cell
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Q But all at the jail?

A Yes.

Q And do you know approximately when this
occurred?

A I'd say around five o' clock when we were
strip-searched. 1'd say sonewhere around there. It
was hard. | didn't have no --

Q Time. You didn't have any watch?

A Yeah. You didn't have no clock in there. |
nean, once you got arrested at 12:00, that was it. You
know no tinme after that.

Q Ckay. How late did you stay in jail that
day?

I think about eleven o'clock that night.
Ckay. And you were fingerprinted?

Yes.

Phot ogr aphed?

Yes.

Booked?

Yes.

And put in the holding cell?

> O » O *» O » O Fr

Yes.
Q VWhen you | eft the house that norning for
havi ng being ticketed for having only a couple of life

jackets in a boat -- two rather than three or --
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A Exactly.

22

Q -- three rather than four, did you expect

that you were going to be spending the day in jail?

A No. Not at all.

Yes.

> O » O

Did you ask to see Judge Sl oop?

And what was the response?

VWat did they tell nme? H's response was:

The judge is not available and we're carrying out the

j udge' s orders.

Q And that came fromthe Bailiffs?

Yes.

Q And at the tine that you spoke to the jail --

spoke to the Bailiff, did you believe that the Bailiffs

had the authority to speak to the judge?

A Yes.

Q
A No.

Q

A | don't -

in there sonmewhere.

Ckay. Were you ever told otherw se?

VWhat time were you released that night?

I'd say 10:00 or 11:00, sonewhere

Q Do you know whet her Judge Sl oop had signed an

order for your release earlier?

A They told us that he didn't. It was anot her

judge that did it.

At the jailhouse they told us that.
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One of the -- one of the, | guess it was the -- he was
bei ng real good about it, one of the people that work
inthe jail that's kind of high up, you know.

Q Um hum

A Actually | think he was a col ored guy that
said that. He's the one who told us he night --

Q He was -- but he was sonebody up in the chain
of command?

A Yes.

Q And was he sonebody who was keepi ng you
i nfornmed of what was goi ng on?

A Yeah. A little bit. Alittle bit. | mean,
once he told us that that was that, you know, the rest
of the time we sat.

Q Did anybody el se keep you inforned of what
was goi ng on?

A No.

Q Do you know for a fact who was it who ordered
you rel eased whether it was Judge Sl oop or sonebody
el se?

A It wasn't -- he told us it was a different
j udge that overrode him

Q kay. You didn't see any -- who told you?

A I don't know who he was but it was one of the

Bailiffs.
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Q It sounded -- the way it came out of your
nouth it sounded |ike Judge Sl oop said that he was

overr ode. You' ve never --

A Ch, no.

Q -- met Judge Sl oop?

A No. Never.

Q Never seen him never spoken to hin®?
A No.

Q And when you asked to see himin the
courtroom you were told he was unavail abl e.

A Yes.

Q And that the Bailiff's were acting on the
judge's instructions?

A Exactly. Yes.

24

Q To this date you woul dn't know Judge Sl oop if

you fell over hinf

A Never have seen himin ny life.

M5. RCSS: | don't have anything else. Thank

you.

CROSS EXAM NATI ON

BY MR, LUBET:

Q M. Roberts, ny nane is Marc Lubet. |'mthe

Judge' s attorney.
A Ckay.

Q Qur records show you were rel eased around
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9:41 at night? |Is that --
A Yeah.
Coul d that be?
Yeah. It was 10:00 or 11:00, you know --
Sonewhere right in there?
Exactly.

Ckay.

> O » O » O

Yes.
Q When did you find out that an order had been
entered to rel ease you?

A [ No response]

Q Let me -- let nme change the question
si nce --
A When we got out at el even o' cl ock.
Q Well, let me change the question. | can do

Cross exam nation.
Didn't you find out earlier that afternoon --
sometine that afternoon that somebody had entered an

ROR, rel eased on your own recogni zance, that afternoon?

A Yes.

Q And you found out that afternoon?

A Yes.

Q kay. And, of course, |I'msure you were

sitting there wondering if sonebody's ordered ny

rel ease on nmy own recogni zance, why am |l still sitting
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her e?

A Yes.

Q kay. Do you have any idea approximtely --
and | know its been a long tine -- it's been al nobst a
year now. Do you have any idea approxi mately when you
were ordered rel eased?

A [ No response]

Q O when you found out you had been ordered

rel eased?

A | woul d say somewhere around -- sonewhere
around 5:00-ish. |'mthinking, you know?

Q So you knew you were getting out?

A Around -- you know, | really didn't even know

| getting out. The guy that told us they were trying
to get a judge to override himis what it was. But
they never told us that they was overrode in -- yeah
It was probably later on. That's right. Later on
[ater on. They told us that about -- I'd say five or
six o'clock or sonething Iike that they told us al
that they were going to let us go on a R and R or
what ever you called it.

Q Nobody told you that around -- between 2:30
and four o' clock -- sonewhere in that time period that
two different judges had entered orders for you to be

rel eased?
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One. | heard that one did.
Ckay.

That's all | heard.

Al right.

And that was through one of the Bailiffs or

one of the people that work in the jail.

Q

ment i oned

| ast tine

A

Q
char ge?

A

> O » O

Q

kay. You said this -- how long ago -- you
you had been arrested before.

Yes.

How many years ago was that? Wen was the
you were arrested?

A coupl e years ago.

About two years ago?

Yeah.

And what was that for; do you renenber the

Yeah. | do. But -- personal

It was personal ?

Yeah.

Sonet hing you'd really rather not get into?
Yeah. 1It's not a fel ony.

| understand that. Were you put in a

Senmi nol e County Jail facility?

A

Q

Yeah.

Have all of your jail experience -- you said
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you've had a couple jail experiences.

A Yes.

Q Were all of them --

A M sdeneanors.

Q -- in Senminole County?

A Yes.

Q | realize that getting strip-searched is

probably not nuch fun but had you ever been strip-
sear ched before?

A When | was a youngster maybe when | was about
18 years old. Not that tine when | went to jail for
that -- that m sdenmeanor, no.

Q This |l ast one you just bonded right out?

A Right. It was -- right. It was not -- it
was just a, you know -- no. They didn't strip-search
me.

Q And just -- you had a bond. You posted bond
and got out?

A Yeah. | think | had cash on ne and did it
right there.

Q And Judge Sl oop was not your judge on that?

A No.

Q | believe you said you've never seen Judge
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kay. So he didn't issue your ticket?

No, sir.
Q He's not the one who took you over to the
jail?
A No.
Q He didn't strip-search you?
A No.
Q kay.
A No.
Q Let me see sonething. Hold on just a second.
[ Exam ni ng]
Did you personally ask to see the judge?
A Yes.

Q And who did you ask? That fellow you knew

from hi gh school ?

A Yes.
Q And what -- he cane back and tell ne exactly
what -- as best you can renenber.

A He told us. He said the judge is not

avai |l abl e and -- and we asked: Well, why are you doing
this to us -- the rest of us like that?
And his exact words was: |'mcarrying out

t he judge's orders.
Q When you went to the courthouse, you had --

what I"'mtrying to figure out is -- strike that.
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VWhat |'mtrying to figure out is this: Wo

told you to go to the first courtroomyou went to?

A The -- who | called when | got the card in
the mail --

Q Yeah.

A -- it told me to call the Seninole County
Courthouse. And | called them

Q And they said go to courtroom A or B?

A Yeah. 1-A

Q 1- A

A Yeah. 1-A

Q Al right. And, in fact, you were supposed

to be in 1-B?

Exactly.

Ckay.

They told me to go to 1-A

When you wal ked into the courthouse --

Unh- huh.

o » O » O »r

-- did you question anybody at the door there
about where you shoul d go?

A Yes. | told themwhat | was here for and
told them They told ne to go to -- they asked ne what
| was here for and | told themthe infraction, you
know, with the violation --

Q Ri ght .
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A -- and then | told them They told ne to go
to Courtroom 1-A and | told themwhat the infraction
was for, too, and they said that was the right
courtroomfor this infraction.

Q That's -- okay. That's what | want to talk
to you about. That is the right courtroom for that
infraction but | don't knowif you were aware of this

but if you got a ticket --

A Uh- huh.

Q -- like this, that you didn't pay within 30
days --

A Uh- huh.

Q -- it beconmes a second-degree m sdeneanor so

it's no longer an infraction.

A Uh- huh.

Q And that's why, at least it's my belief,
because | -- the information | have and you can correct

me if I"'mwong, is that the ticket was issued October

Ist --

A Yeah. | think so.

Q -- and the arraignment was Decenber 3rd which
was three nonths -- two nmonths |ater.

A kay.

Q Because it wasn't paid within 30 days.

A Ri ght. Exactly.
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o r» O » O r» O r O »r» O

>

32
So it becane a mi sdeneanor.
Exactly.
Al right. So when you wal ked in and showed
ticket, they probably weren't wong about
saw in front of their face by sending you to
1-A, correct?

Yeah. Because | didn't have the ticket with

Ch, you didn't have your ticket?
Huh- uh.

Oh, | thought you said you did.
Not when | went in there.

You sure?

| had the card.

You had the card?

Ri ght .

Ckay. But the -- the card didn't say 1-A?
No. No.

How did you know that --

They told ne 1-A at the courthouse when |

call ed them

Q
A

Q

Ckay.
The woman -- a woman answer ed

So sonebody told you since it's an infraction

it would be 1-A?
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M5. ROSS: hject to form
THE WTNESS: Yeah. | called down there.

You know, | got a card. It said, call this

nunber. | called this nunber and she said: You

need to go to Courtroom 1-A on -- before nine

o' clock on this date -- and that's what | did.

BY MR, LUBET:

Q Al right. Then you -- did you show anybody
at the -- at the door when you went through the -- you
know, the netal detector there --

Yes.

-- the security --

Yes.

-- did you have anything to show anybody --

I think | had the ticket.

o » O » O »

VWell, that's what I'"'mtrying to get -- we
need to get that straight --
A | had it --
Q -- because now you changed the story on us.
MS. ROSS: nhject to form
BY MR. LUBET:
Did you have the ticket?
Yeah. | had the ticket.

You had the ticket?

> O » O

Yeah.
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Q Okay. And you showed themthe ticket and
that's when they told you it was an infraction: Go to
1-A?

A Exactly. Yes.

Q Ckay. Al right. Nobody knew that or
realized that it had turned into a nmi sdeneanor at that
poi nt obvi ously?

A Yeah. Yes.

Q That's probably all | have. You're also
sui ng over this incident?

A Yes.

Sui ng Sem nol e County?

Yes.
MR, LUBET: That's all 1've got.
REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY M5. ROSS:

Q When you went to the courthouse, you were
doi ng exactly what you were told to do; correct?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. When you got to the door, you were
doi ng exactly what you were told to do?
Yes.
At every step of the way you did --

Al the way down the hall way.

o » O »

-- exactly what you were supposed to do?
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Yes.
Ckay. And you got to the courthouse early?
At | east 20 m nutes.

So you woul d be at the courthouse on tine?

> O » O >

Yes.

Q And you did -- fromstart to finish you did

everything that you were told to do that day?

A Yes.

Q And you ended up in jail?

A Yes.

Q Judge Sl oop woul dn't come out and see you?

MR, LUBET: |I'mgoing to object to that
guesti on because that's presumng he was in the
court house and he didn't know if he was there or
not .

M5. ROSS: Well, | think we have established
t hat through other testinmony so --

MR, LUBET: GCkay. o ahead.

BY MS. ROCSS:

Q Assumi ng he was present in the courtroom he

didn't cone out to see you?

A No. He did not.
Q The Bailiff told you he was not avail abl e?
A Yes.
Q

You were taken to jail?
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A Yes.

Q And your infraction was not having

sufficient --

A One |ife jacket short on ny airboat.

Q -

and for that you spent the day in jail and

were strip-searched?

A And got bent over and | ooked at.

MS. ROSS: Yeah. | don't have any ot her

guesti ons.

MR. LUBET: | have nothing further

MS. RCSS: Thank you.

THE WTNESS: Thank you.

V5.

MR.

MR.

Sl oop,

ROSS: Read or waive?
HANKS: He'll read.
LUBET: M. Roberts, on behalf of Judge

want to apol ogi ze.

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

MR, LUBET: And if this case settles up in

sone way, you will certainly get an apol ogy --

MS. ROSS: A personal apol ogy.

MR, LUBET: -- personally from Judge Sl oop

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

[ Wher eupon, the reading and signing of the

deposition was reserved.]



[ Wher eupon, the foregoing deposition was

concluded at 3:15 p.m]
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CERTI FI CATE
STATE OF FLORI DA:
COUNTY OF SEM NCLE

I, Margaret L. Raeder, Certified Electronic
Reporter and Transcri ber, Notary Public, State of
Florida at Large, do hereby certify that | reported the
deposition of DAVID W ROBERTS, and that the said
wi tness was first duly sworn by ne.

I further certify that the foregoi ng pages
nunbered 3 through 36, inclusive, constitute a true,
conpl ete and accurate transcript of said witness to the
best of ny skill and ability.

| further certify that I amnot of counse
for, nor related to any party herein or attorney
i nvol ved herein, nor am| financially interested in the
outconme of this action.

W TNESS My HAND AND OFFI Cl AL SEAL this 14th

day of November 2005

MARGARET L. RAEDER, CERT*00245
Mar ge Raeder Court Reporter, Inc.
El ectroni ¢ Reporter and Notary
Public, State of Florida at Large
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SUBSCRI PTI ON OF DEPONENT
I, DAVID W ROBERTS, have read the foregoing
deposition given by ne on Septenber 22, 2005, in
Al tanonte Springs, Florida, and the follow ng
corrections, if any, should be nmade in the
transcript:

PAGE LI NE CORRECTI ON AND REASON

Subj ect to the above corrections, if any, ny
testinmony reads as given by ne in the foregoing
deposi tion.

SIGNED t his day of November 2005.

DAVI D W ROBERTS

I nqui ry Concerni ng Judge John R Sl oop
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